3 January 72 



Dear Harold: 

Please excuse my long delays in writing. Part of the reason is that 
I have teen extremely tusy toth at work and at home, tut part has 
to do with my having little ±x new to say these days. I m into 
the 26 again, reviewing testimony and exhibits, tut have come up 
with nothing important— just fishing for something to do, tut not 
having much success. 1 have teen out of touch with nearly everyone 
lately. 



Hot Smith sent me a copy of his memo on guns. 1 replied to 
it ty a handwritten letter, so did not have a copy to send to you. 
i'll repeat some of that material here— whatever l can remember. 



ihe only magazine that 1 know of that might be associated with 
the: code "AM-3'’ is Arms and the Man . It is not longer published, 
and may have teen out of print even in 1963 — I think that it was. 
*ihe AM, of course, may represent tbe first two letters of American 
in The American Rifleman. 



i put down the notion of explosive bullets, partly for the 
reasons that you mention in your excellent paragraph in your 9 Dec 
letter to Smith, partly for other, more conclusive, reasons than 
vou mention. 1 don't know much about modern explosive ammo, tut 
would exclude from consideration all of the cartridges mentioned 
in the article that Hot sent. All are collectors items because 
they are extremely rare. To suppose that one such cartridge was 
used, it is necessary to suppose that assassins got several of these 
since it would be necessary to sight-in the rifle using the very 
ammo planned for the killing. I consider such an aquisition almost 
impossible, resides, it is very, very dangerous to the shooter 
who uses such ammo, xhe ammo described m the article is old stuff, 
•ihe components that explode the bullet is very unstable to begin 
with, and becomes more unstable with age. I would be nervous to 
be in the same room with old explosive ammo, lett alone shoot the 
stuff . 



xhere is, moreover, a positive indication that JFK was not 
hit in the head with explosive ammo. When an explosive bullet 
explodes, it casts fragments in all directions, with, aoout eaual. 
force, ’xhe absence of metallic fragments in tlie left side of tne 
brain is the surest indication that explosive ammo was not used, 
for an explosive bullet surely would have sent fragments into that 
area, regardless of its point of origin. 

Resides, as you know, the medical and ballistic evidence is 
absolutely consistent with normal ammunition that is readily 
available. 



xhe business of the silencers is not determinable one way or 
the other. Mor does it matter. 1 doubt whether it would have any 
effect in concealing the location of the shooter. Witnesses per- 
ceive the location of sound only in_terms of left and right-- they 
cannot detrmine whether the origin is frontor rear , up or down. 

If you spend enough time Hxxxxfxxing in shooting areas you come 
to know ears are unreliable indicators of the origin of sounds, 
ny themselves they are usually wrong. Ho -^-^li Au L^mrg fl 










3£S£±k A silenced rifle would offer no advantage over an unsileneed. 

1 "believe that 1 told Boh a hit more on this matter, hut this 
much is, i think, sufficient to put down the notion that an explosive 
"bullet was used, xhe silencer hit just does not matter. 

four letter to Boh mentions the dependability of the hand- 
writing analysis. In the issue of the Journal of Forensic Sciences 
that dealt with the WR (in 1965 or 66, I think) there was an 
article on questioned documents that treated the handwriting. 

Although the author was critical of some aspects in the examination 
of questioned documents (so I recall), he found nothing wrong with 
the handwriting analysis — indeed, he praised the WC’s experts for 
the work they did in this regard. He referred specifically to the 
Hidell shjdss cupons, and agreed that the writing was LHO T s. 

Ice bullets? Good grief l What would you propell them with 
cold explosives? Isn T t it amazing how we often seek the outlandish 
when when the real solutions are so close to home? I shouldn T t 
criticise, for I have done as much more often that I care to 
remember, and may do it again. But ice bullets 1 . If the reality of 
the assassination were not so grim, one could develop a really 
funny situation for a movie comedy . My mind is scanning the 
possibilities now, so I l ll get off this before it carries me away. 

On Weeht : I still think you are wrong in your apprehensins . 

More on this later. 

I have to stop now. I just received a pile of letters from 
Gary, but have not yet read them. If they contain material worth 
mentioning, 1*11 write soon. I may write soon anyway. 

Hang loose. Stay well. 



Still, 

Bernabei 



cc. Hoch, Bob Smith 










